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“Gory to God in the highest; 
and. on earth peace, good will 
toward men.” 


—Luke 2:14 
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See ‘Peace on Earth”, Page 3 








LIBERTY PROMISED. The premier of 
Nigeria’s Northern Region, Alhaji Sir 
Ahmadu Bello, has declared that “every- 
one must be free to perform his religious 
obligation without any hindrance. Re- 
ligious tolerance must remain one of 
the keynotes of policy.” 

The Christian gospel is relatively new 
in Northern Nigeria, but Rev. R. A. 
Adegboye, Nigerian Baptist home mis- 
sionary in Shendam, baptized 28 new 
believers on the same day the premier 
made his address. Pastor Adegboye is 
the only resident evangelical pastor in 
the area. Northern Nigeria is predomi- 
nantly Muslim. 

* * * 


PLATFORM FOR BAPTISTS. The 
general secretary of the American Baptist 
Convention, Dr. Edwin H. Tuller of 
New York, has cited ‘‘faith and order 
conferences” as a platform for Baptists 
to explain their beliefs to non-Baptist 
bodies. 

Recognizing the reluctance of some 
Baptist groups to participate in inter- 
faith meetings, Tuller told the Michigan 
Baptist Convention that Baptist con- 
cepts “must be expressed strongly and 
with conviction to ourselves and to the 
unchurched world at large” and also, he 
said, “to the other denominations which 
do not agree with us on these important 
points.” 

“For this reason,” he stated, ‘‘ we feel 
compelled to take part in discussions on 
faith and order currently going on in 
councils of churches in the world, na- 
tional, state and city levels.” 


* * * 


MEMBERSHIP STATISTICS. Baptists 
comprise “‘the major Protestant family 
group” in the United States, according 
to church membership statistics just pub- 
lished in the 1962 Yearbook of Ameri- 
can Churches. 

The book lists total Baptist member- 
ship in the USA as 21,148,862. Other 
major Protestant groups were the Meth- 
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odists, 12,424,623; the Lutherans, 8,- 
080,867; and the Presbyterians, 4,333,- 
249. 

About 64 per cent of the American 
population is enrolled in either a church 
or a synagogue. Total Protestant mem- 
bership (in 227 bodies) is 63,668,835, 
and Catholic membership 42,104,900. 
The Jewish membership dropped during 
the year to a total of 5,367,000. East- 
ern Orthodox churches also showed a 
decrease, and now report 2,698,663 
members. 

% * * 


SHORTAGE IN SWEDEN. The Lu- 
theran Church is the state church of 
Sweden, but government backing does 
not solve its problems. Religious News 
Service announces from Stockholm that 
Sunday morning services will be discon- 
tinued in 121 parishes because of a short- 
age of clergymen. The National Asso- 
ciation of Swedish Parishes charged that 
the state is refusing to allow the church 
sufficient funds for an adequate number 
of clergymen, on the grounds that econ- 
omy measures are necessary. The an- 
nouncement said that 53 churches in 
Skara and 23 in Lund will be closed for 
Sunday morning services. 

For news about Baptists in Sweden, 
turn to page 9. 

* * * 


BOUQUET. An editor always appreci- 
ates expressions of satisfaction from his 
readers, and that appreciation is doubled 
when the word comes from fellow jour- 
nalists. We call attention to the letter 
from Dr. William Lipphard on page 15. 
We would quote briefly, too from George 
B. Hossack, press officer of the Baptist 
Union of Scotland: ‘Arrival of BW is 
always so welcome. I use news from 
its pages when making hand-outs for 
other papers. Also I am able to spread 
world news among our own people. The 
paper has certainly grown wonderfully 
since its first beginnings in 1954, and 
is obviously performing a unique serv- 
ice for world Baptists.” 


Know Your Fellow Baptists 


AUSTRIA 


Organized Baptist work in Austria 
goes under the name of Bund Der Bap- 
tisten-Gemeinden in Osterreich, which 
interpreted into English means the Union 
of German Baptists in Austria. Though 
the Union was not organized until 1953, 
Baptist work in that country dates back 
to 1869 when the Vienna Baptist Church 
was founded. Richard Rabenau is sec- 
retary of the group, and his address is 
Margaretengurtel 24-34/IV/4, Vienna 
V., Austria. 

Four churches are affiliated with the 
Union, and they support eight other 
preaching stations or missions. Total 
chuich membership is 750, with a Sunday 
school enrolment of 120. There are five 
ordained and four unordained ministers, 
and the churches baptized 24 new con- 
verts in 1958, the last year of which we 
have a report. 

Watch next month’s issue for informa- 
tion about Baptists in another part of 


the world. 
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PEACE ON EARTH 


By JosEF NORDENHAUG 


Pax, paix, fred, Friede, mir, shalom, ping-ann . . . in every 
nation the word ‘“‘peace” is on the lips of the people. For 
generations ‘‘peace” has been used as a neighborly greeting 
in many languages. Today it has become the shout of multi- 
tudes with banners: “Secure to our children peace’, “Peace! 
Not the ashes of death’. 


These expressions of the yearning for peace have been ampli- 
fied by the spectre of atomic warfare. Our scientists warn us 
that destruction by atomic weapons could be so vast that it 
would spell the end of our civilization. National leaders in 
many nations tell us that nuclear war would give no clear 
victory to any side. At best some nations, favored by chance 
winds, may have a higher rate of survival than others. But 
no place on earth is “safe”. 


Along with this balance of terror among the nations, fear and 
frustration have gripped the hearts and minds of many. A 
sense of insecurity has spurred men into frantic pursuit of 
material goals. A sensate society is robbing people of their 
peace of mind. Moral precepts are ignored or minimized in 
importance. Debauchery and crime increase. Pornographic 
writing is hailed as literature. The portrayal of filth parades 
as art. 


NEARLY TWO THOUSAND YEARS ago the heavenly host ap- 
peared to the shepherds in the field near Bethlehem and said: 
“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among 
men in whom he is well pleased.” Does the present threat 
of war mock the glad tidings of the celestial messengers of 
long ago? Does the wide-spread personal insecurity of our 
day make void the gospel of the Prince of Peace? 


Far from it! While the days of the earthly life of Jesus 
came during the period of pax Romana, there were frequent 
local warfare and rebellions. The land of his birth was occu- 
pied by a foreign power. Roman soldiers were in evidence 
everywhere. In their synagogues the warning of the prophet 
was often cited against false prophets who cry: “Peace, peace, 
when there is no peace” (Jer. 6:14). 


WE NEED TODAY a fresh insight into the fact that peace 
of mind and heart is rooted in motives acceptable to God. 
We become acceptable to God only through the redemption 
in Christ. We need renewed emphasis on the fact that 
righteousness exalts a nation, but sin is a disgrace to any 


people. 


There is a vital and indispensible connection between the 
right relation to God and peace on earth. Some may ignore 
or deny this linkage, but history shows that no society has 
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been able for long to secure its peace when it flaunted the 
moral law of God. 


Suppose for a moment that it were possible to build a happy 
social order by defiance of God’s commandments. We could 
then question the reality of the moral structure of creation. 
But the very plight of our civilization underscores the law that 
what a man sows he must also reap. A nation which forsakes 
God is under God’s judgement. When will we discern it 
and repent? 


The individual who through personal faith has committed 
his life to Christ knows the peace of God which passes un- 
derstanding. The farewell words of Christ assured his 
disciples of his peace. He said: “These things have I spoken 
unto you, that in me you may have peace. In the world ye 
have tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have overcome the 
world” (John 16:33). 


THE CHRISTIAN GOSPEL, however, does not only envisage 
peace in the heart of the individual believer, but also peace 
on earth. The Christian is not only a peace-possessor, he is 
also a peacemaker (Matt. 5:9). As artisans of peace we must 
seek by all honorable means to further international under- 
standing, to work for the abolition of war as a means of 
attempting to settle disputes between nations, and to seek 
the alleviation of want and oppression everywhere. 


Christ called us to be the salt of the earth and the light of 
the world (Matt. 5:13-14). The presence of vital Chris- 
tians in the world may yet save it from corruption and dark- 
ness. But Christ also warned that the salt may lose its savor. 
It is a sobering thought to a Christian that strife within the 
ranks of those who profess to be believers in Christ may be 
more detrimental to the peace of the world than bombs. 


CHRIST IS OUR PEACE. He is the only hope of the world. 
But what could be better than that? God holds the destiny 
of the nations in his hand. He is never surprised by the 
sudden turn of events. With him there is no emergency. 
His reign is never in jeopardy. Through his Holy Spirit he 
is able and eager to touch the hearts of men through our 
witness. 


At this advent season let us unite in praying: ‘Thy will be 
done on earth, as it is in heaven.’ Let us claim the promise: 
“The Lord will bless his people with peace” (Psalm 29:11). 
Let us live under the benediction: “The Lord lift up his coun- 
tenance upon you, and give you peace!” (‘Numbers 6:26). 
“And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, 
shall guard your hearts and thoughts in Christ Jesus’ (Phil. 
4:7). 





LETTER FROM BULGARIAN BAPTISTS 


aa — W. S| Kept the alight Burning 
Which the ail Tete Lit 5. he Fbentts a 


A VISITOR to Yugoslavia brought with him an anonymous 
letter which indicates Baptist work to some extent survives 
in Bulgaria, a Balkan country from which reports are seldom 
received. 

“Dear brethren in Christ Jesus,” begins the letter from 
Bulgaria to Baptists in Yugoslavia and elsewhere. ‘We, 
believers in Jesus Christ and members of the Baptist churches 
in Bulgaria, greet you all in His very precious name. 

“The Lord has, in his unspeakable goodness and love, 
kept his hand on us. Although we are small in numbers, 
we keep the light burning which our Lord has lit in our 
hearts. 

“We rejoice in our living Lord Jesus, who conquers death 
and hell, sin and Satan, and who leads us to victory. 

“For the coming of the Kingdom of God we continue to 


pray together with you and all true believers. Please re- 
member us in your prayers. 

“United with you, through the love of Jesus Christ, until 
he comes and we all be united with him. 2 Timothy 3:12.” 

The Scripture reference reads: ‘Yea, and all that will live 
godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution.” 

Regular reports have not been received from Bulgarian 
Baptists since 1941. At that time they numbered only 672. 
Some Baptists and other evangelical ministers were im- 
prtisoned several years ago. 

The first Baptist churches in Bulgaria were established 
by Russian refugees in the 1880s. Indigenous groups arose 
about twenty years later. Bulgarian Baptists received support 
for several years from the German-speaking convention (now 
the North American Baptist General Conference) in the USA. 





CHRISTIAN WORK PERSERVERES IN MAINLAND CHINA 


CHRISTIAN WORK continues in 
China despite the hindrances the Com- 
munist government heaps in its way 
(THE Baptist Wor.p, April 1961). 
Stories which leak out through Hong 
Kong and Singapore bear testimony to 
the endurance of the Word which had 
been planted there years ago. 

China Bulletin, a publication of the 
Far Eastern Office of the Division of 
Foreign Missions, National Council of 
Churches, USA, has reprinted from the 
publication Tien Feng the names of 145 
committeemen who stand as leaders in 
the combined Christian church in China 
which operates under the name of the 
Three Se'f Patriotic Movement. Six 
Baptists are listed. Missing, however, is 
the name of Wallace Wang of Chengtu 
who is among those who, the Bulletin 
thinks, may have been denounced by the 
government since a similar conference 
me” at Peking in 1954. 

China Bulletin cites recent objections 
reported in Tien Feng against country 
churches. “There has. been so much 
pessimistic speculation that the weaker 
country churches would probably all have 
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died out by this time,” the Bulletin says, 
“it is worth noting that these new accu- 
sations indicate real life in the country 
churches.” 

Illustrative of ‘“‘offenses” committed 
by church leaders is a story of Chang 
Tao-sheng who is criticized for being too 
effective in raising money for church 
work. This results, his critics say, in 
“impoverishing his church members.” 
Within the course of several years he 
was able to raise enough money to build 
a church building. 

But the most colorful character, says 
China Bulletin, is a Bible woman by the 
name of Love-the-Lord Li (Li Aichu). 
In the spring of 1960, when a drought 
was on and the fields were too dry to 
plant, all the workers in the Commune 
were out digging irrigation ditches to 
bring water to the droguht-stricken fields. 
But Miss Li gathered together 150 
church members from twenty different 
villages for a prayer-meeting, presum- 
ably, though the article does not say so, 
to pray for rain. By doing this she kept 
all these people away from their proper 
work. Shortly after, it did rain, and a 


frantic planting campaign started. But 
Miss Li then gathered her people to- 
gether for a thanksgiving service, inter- 
fering still more with production activ- 
ities. 

There were 123,000 Baptists in main- 
land China at last report. 


eeeeeeeseasccnsccccccecenccceecescesscessnseseccssccsesccssessssscscccessseccosesess 
Sdicsccccccccsscccccccsstccescscsccssssscessscsssssescssssssssccsssccsessssescscsses 


SCOTTISH BAPTISTS SAY 
PRAYER, NOT MIGHT, 
WILL PRODUCE PEACE 


Mankind must look to Christianity 
for solutions to problems of world 
peace and nuclear disarmament, the 
Baptist Union of Scotland said in 
a resolution adopted at Glasgow. 

‘In repentance and turning to God, 
and not in dependence on military 
might, lies the only solution to a hu- 
manly insoluble international prob- 
lem,’ the resolution declared. 





THE BAPTIST WORLD ¢ Decemter 1961 


SIXTH BAPTIST YOUTH WORLD CONFERENCE 


Why BEIRUT in 1963? 


By WILLIAM H. ROSSELL 


I HAVE JUST returned from a year in 
the Near East, where I helped in the 
establishment of the new Arab Baptist 
Theological Seminary in Beirut, Lebanon. 
It was a thrill to work side by side with 
dedicated Baptists in Lebanon, Jordan, 
and Gaza. How we all rejoiced when 
news came that the Baptist Youth World 
Conference would meet in Beirut, Leb- 
anon, July 15-21, 1963. 

Why the excitement? Well, there are 
things that such a meeting will do for 
the Arab world and for our Baptist wit- 
ness throughout the Near East. Then, 
too, there is much that may happen in 
the lives of the participants who will 
come to Beirut. 

If you are still debating whether to go 
or not, please don’t hesitate another mo- 
ment. Please make this trip to Beirut! 
It will mean much in your life now and 
in the years to come. It will mean much 
to our fellow-believers there. They are 
few in number but doing a wonderful 
work in spite of grave problems. Leb- 
anon provides one of the few places in 
the Near East where there is still a modi- 
cum of religious freedom. 


BEIRUT, often called the “Paris of the 
Near East,” is a beautiful city with a 
climate much like the Céte d'Azur. Its 
many splendid hotels and recreational 
facilities provide an atmosphere for a 
truly enjoyable visit. 
Lebanon itself has scenery matched by 
few places on earth. There are scenic 
trips to be taken to view the Cedars of 
Biblical fame. There are the storied 
cities of old, such as Tyre and Sidon. 
The startling ruins of Baalbeck provide 
a photographer’s dream. One will also 
be impressed by the many Crusaders’ 
fortresses, still in a good state of preser- 
vation. 

Beirut, moreover, provides a focal 
point from which one may travel 





William H. Rossell is Professor of Old 
Testament, Southwestern Baptist Theo- 
logical Seminary, Fort Worth, Texas. 
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throughout the Near East, especially to 
the sacred sites of Palestine and monu- 
ments of Egypt. 


HOWEVER, one should not think alone 
of what he may get out of such a trip, 
but also what he may contribute. Your 
presence, your witness, and your Chris- 
tian spirit are vitally needed in Beirut. 
Our brethren struggle against tremendous 
odds. Moreover, the young Christians 
there need to catch the fire of your en- 
thusiasm for Jesus Christ. They need 
all the encouragement that you can give 
them. They need your prayers and 
support. 

You will want to visit the new Baptist 
seminary, which, I believe, provides the 
key to our future work in the Near East 
as we train young native Christians for 
the leadership necessary for tomorrow. 
The future of this area and its relations 
with the rest of- the world is in the 
hands of the youth, the Christian youth, 
of the Near East today. 


As you go to Lebanon, as you par- 
ticipate in the 1963 meeting, as you 


make new friends, you will be bolstering 
the cause of Christ there. You will be 
giving courage to those who need it every 
day. And you will be a more effective 
witness for having gone. That is why 
I am excited about the summer of 1963 
and the coming Baptist Youth World 
Conference in Beirut, Lebanon. 


RIO AFTERMATH 


Mission Volunteers 


Dr. and Mrs. John D. Cave of Wash- 
ington, D. C., were so impressed with 
what they saw of religious potentials in 
South America, when they visited there 
to attend the Baptist World Congress in 
1960, that they have volunteered as mis- 
sionaries to Argentina. 


The young couple was appointed in 
October to serve as missionaries from the 
Southern Baptist Foreign Mission Board. 
Dr. Cave has been pastor of the East 
Washington Heights Baptist Church for 
three years. 

The trip to South America was the cul- 
mination of a series of events which lead 
to the Caves’ decision to enter mission 
work, he told the foreign mission exam- 
ining board. Another in that series of 
events was his attendance of the Baptist 
World Congress in Atlanta, at the age 
of nine years. 


BAPTIST MINER CHANGED FRENCH LAW 


This is the story of a French Baptist 
man whose conviction on Sunday observ- 
ance led to a change in his nation’s coal 
mining regulations. 

Virginia Harris Hendricks tells the 
story. This miner was converted about 
1880 in the Baptist church at Denain, 
France. At that time mining was com- 
pulsory on Sunday, but the new convert’s 
Bible taught him that Sunday work was 
not right. He faced the problem of 
working as directed or losing his job 
and making his family suffer. 

Talking with his pastor, the two faced 
the alternatives and began to pray. The 
following Sunday the miner went to 
work. A fortnight later on payday, he 
refused to accept wages for the Sunday 
activity. 

“I worked because I was forced to, 
against my conscience,” he declared. “I 


did not want to work for the money, and 
I'll not accept it!” 


This so startled the paymaster, he con- 
sulted his superior. The superior was so 
impressed by the man, the story reached 
the top boss. 

The mine boss called for the miner 
and listened to his story. He was touched 
by the Baptist’s convictions. 

“If you feel this strongly about your 
religion, I shall issue orders that you 
are never to work on Sunday again,” said 
the boss. 


It was not long before an order was 
issued prohibiting all mines from forc- 
ing a man to work on Sunday against 
his conscience! 


The miner’s name has not been re- 
tained. But his influence is felt through 
the years. 











NEWS of the 


Baptist World 


ANGOLA 
Refugee Flights Continue 

Baptist Missionary Society is in re- 
ceipt of reports that “hordes of refugees’ 
are still crossing the border from Angola 
into the Congo Republic. Most of these 
are coming from the Bembe district and 
number about 13,000. 

The refugees carry with them stories 
of burned villages and other atrocities. 
Two patients admitted to the hospital 
at Moerbeke had been injured by land- 
mines. A third man who had been with 
them was instantly killed. 


CONGO 
Harvest at Vanga 


Churches in the Vanga area baptized 
almost 8,000 new converts in 1960, and 
Rev. Norman Riddle of the American 
Baptist Foreign Mission Societies believes 
1961 might be an even better year for 
evangelism. 

This upsurge in missionary activity has 
come only months after missionaries had 
been driven out of the Republic of the 
Congo due to political and economic dis- 
turbances. The missionaries are back 
now, and are soon expected to reach the 
total quota of 57. 

Mr. Riddle reports that “many Congo- 
lese pastors and village evangelists are 
going on with only a fraction of their 
salaries.” Church funds and educational 
matters are being handled exclusively by 
Congolese through their Congo Baptist 
Convention. 

In addition to the advance in evan- 
gelism, schools are reported to be “hum- 
ming and bulging more than ever.” 
Church schools added more than 1,000 
students in 55 classes during 1960. 

The Congo Convention has conducted 
‘Mission to the Church’’ institutes, an 
adaptation of the Baptist Jubilee Advance 
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currently being conducted in the USA 
and Canada. The institutes have aroused 
a new hope and an eagerness among the 
Congolese to try new ways for the evan- 
gelization of their nation. 


LIBERIA 
School is Strengthened 


Cooperation between the Liberian Bap- 
tist Convention and the Southern Bap- 
tist Foreign Mission Board will result 
in the strengthening of Ricks Institute 
and developing it into a first-class high 
school. Plans for the future call for a 
program of teacher training and a theo- 
logical seminary. 

The Southern Baptist Mission also 
hopes to eventually station field represen- 
tatives in all major provinces to help 
Liberian Baptist pastors and evangelists 
develop new churches. 

The Southern Baptist work in Liberia, 
organized in October, consists of four 
missionary couples. They work in close 
cooperation with the Liberia Baptist Con- 
vention whose president is Dr. William 
R. Tolbert, a vice-president of the Bap- 
tist World Alliance and vice-president 
of Liberia. 


NIGERIA 
Inflation is Hindrance 


The coming of foreign firms to Ni- 
geria since the achievement of indepen- 
dence has brought such an inflation to 
land prices that Baptists have difficulty 
buying property for new churches. 

The Baptist Association of Lagos has 
adopted a five-year goal of eighteen new 
churches and missions. Two missions 
have been started already, and one re- 
ported an attendance of 479 the first 
Sunday. 

Each church in the association has been 
asked to contribute at least five per cent 
of its income to the establishment of new 
missions. This is in addition to the 
fifteen per cent each was already giving 
to the Nigerian Baptist Convention. 


Lagos has 400,000 people and is 
rapidly growing. There are 21 Baptist 
churches and eight missions in the city. 


7,200 Baptisms 

The Baptist Convention of Nigeria is 
enjoying continued growth. Baptisms 
numbered a little more than 7,200 in 
1960, and financial contributions were 50 
per cent more than during any previous 
year. Missionary I. N. Patterson writes, 
“all along the line we are able to report 
progress.” 


SOUTH AFRICA 
Bible Schools Promoted 

Dr. Clifton J. Allen, editorial secre- 
tary of the Southern Baptist Sunday 
School Board at Nashville, USA, is lead- 
ing South African churches in a study of 
All-Age Sunday Schools. He was in- 
vited by Dr. E. M. Darroll, executive 
secretary of the Baptist Union of South 
Africa. 

Dr. Darroll said that Dr. Allen will 
lead conferences in major South African 
cities exploring plans and methods for 
developing a program of Sunday School: 
work in the churches. He also will de- 
liver a series of lectures at the Baptist 
Theological College in Johannesburg. 

Dr. Allen is secretary of the Baptist 
World Alliance Commission on Bible 
Study and Membership Training. In 
connection with his South African trip 
he plans also to visit Baptists in Italy, 
Switzerland, Denmark, England, and 
Nigeria. 


SOUTH WEST AFRICA 
Baptist Work Beginning 

Rev. F. H. Haus writes in The South 
African Baptist of a visit he made in 
company with Maurice Darroll, general 
secretary of the Baptist Union of South 
Africa, to South West Africa. There is 
not a single Baptist church in the whole 
country, he reports, but Baptist groups 
at Windhoek and Walvis Bay indicated 
an interest in establishing churches. 

The South West African population 
is about 60 per cent Afrikaans, 30 per 
cent German and 10 per cent English, 
but neither the German nor British nor 
South African Baptist Unions have ever 
made any serious attempt to set up work 
in this area, Haus says. One woman, a 
Mrs. Paton, runs a Baptist Sunday School 
for more than 30 children at Walvis Bay. 


Plans are being made for representa- 
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tive preachers and evangelists from the 
Union of South Africa to fly to Wind- 
hoek for a week’s preaching mission. 
Funds are being collected for the be- 
ginning of a church at Windhoek, in- 
terested people may write Mr. and Mrs. 
G. G. Pienaar, P. O. Box 1204, Wind- 
hoek, South West Africa. 


TANGANYIKA 
Fifty Ministers Enrolled 


Even before it was opened, the Baptist 
Theological Seminary of East Africa 
offered a two-week extension course to 
ministers serving the area around Tukuyu. 
Fifty enrolled for studies in the New 
Testament, Old Testament, preaching, 
pastoral ministry, evangelism, and_the- 
ology. Southern Baptist missionaries 
served as faculty. (The seminary is sched- 
uled to open January 22, 1962.) 

Rev. William E. Lewis, Jr., mission- 
ary, regularly teaches classes for preach- 
ers in the area, some of whom walked 
as far as 30 miles to ask for training. 
These preachers walk or ride bicycles 
from village to village, taking the gospel 
and establishing churches. One, 78 years 
old, trudged on foot 20 miles farther 
up the mountains to win a friend, who 
in turn started a church (THE BAPTIST 
WorLD, June 1961). 

“These are men without salaries who 
feel called to God to preach,” says 
Lewis. “If you praise them for going 
everywhere preaching the word as was 
done in New Testament times, they say 
that it is God who gives them the words 
to say, that it is God who gives them the 
strength to walk many miles to other 
villages, that it is God who gives them 
the strength to erect bamboo-and-thatch 
church buildings, and that it is God who 
is moving among the people to make 
them respond.” 


Asta 


BURMA 
Floods Endanger Thousands 


Many thousands of people have been 
made homeless in 210 villages in the 
area of the Salween and Sittang Rivers 
due to torrential rains, reports John Thet 
Gyi, secretary of the relief committee 
of the Burma Baptist Convention. 

An appeal for $85,000 has been sent 
to the World Council of Churches, Gen- 
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BAPTIST GIVES $100,000 PROPERTY TO HIS CHURCH 


An American Baptist layman rejected a $100,000 offer for his business 
property and then “sold” the land for $1 to his church, the Baptist Church of 


Bristol, Conn. 


Samuel Goodsell, a junk dealer, declined the offer from real estate devel- 
opers because he knew that his church’s trustees were in urgent need of land 
for a new house of worship. The present church building is to be demolished 


to make way for a new highway. 


eva, Switzerland, by the Burma relief 
committee, seeking to carry on an emer- 
gency feeding program for some 50,000 
people. This number represents only 
ten per cent of those affected. Church 
World Service has offered to send 
$10,000. 

Mrs. William D. Hackett, an Amer- 
ican Baptist missionary in the Shan 
State of Burma writes: “The rains have 
been unusually heavy this year, and the 
resulting floods have made thousands of 
people homeless and destitute. They 
need everything in the world.” 


BURMA 
Burman Addresses WCC 


Dr. U Ba Hymin of Rangoon, a Bap- 
tist, was to preach the sermon in a giant 
service of worship and _ thanksgiving 
which inaugurates the Third Assembly of 
the World Council of Churches at New 
Delhi, India, November 18-December 6. 

More than 1,000 leaders of Protestant, 
Anglican and Orthodox communions 
from 50 countries are expected to attend 
this service, the opening event of the 
Assembly. The service was held in a 
huge tent or ‘“Shamiana” erected espe- 
cially for the service and for other As- 
sembly events which are open to the 


public. 


INDIA 
Anniversary Celebrated 


Five thousand people from Nagaland, 
Manipur, Assam, and other parts of In- 
dia were expected to converge at Gau- 
hati to celebrate the 125th anniversary 
of Baptist work in Northeast India. The 
date of the meeting was November 10-12. 
Dr. Martin Niemdller of Germany and 
Dr. Jitsuo Morikawa, Dr. Edward B. 
Willingham, Dr. John Skoglund, and 
Dr. V. E. Devadutt of the USA were 
listed as speakers. Fraternal delegates 
were expected from Burma, Thailand, the 
Philippines, Hong Kong, and Japan. 


INDONESIA 
Mission Extended 


Southern Baptist (USA) missionaries 
are extending their work in Indonesia 
into Sumatra. Their primary activity 
heretofore has been on the island of Java. 
There are 14,200,000 people in Su- 
matra. 


British Baptists first sent missionaries 
to Sumatra in the early 1800's. 


About 90 per cent of Indonesia's 92 
million people are Muslims. However, 
freedom of religion is guaranteed by the 
Constitution, and Christianity has had 
greater response there than in any other 
predominantly Muslim country. Even 
so, only about 2.4 per cent of the people 
are evangelical Christians. 


PAKISTAN 
Lay Leaders Study 


Twenty-one Pakistani Baptist laymen 
were enrolled in the most recent leader- 
ship training school conducted at Co- 
milla by the East Pakistan Baptist Union. 
They spent ten days in serious study of 
their Bible and doctrine. 


Representing four districts of East 
Pakistan, the students ranged in age from 
18 to 31. Most of the churches in their 
area have no trained ministers and de- 
pend on lay leaders for guidance of the 
full church membership. 


THE PHILIPPINES 
School For Laymen 


A Bible training program for Philip- 
pine lay workers has been started in the 
lowlands region of Luzon. Ten men 
are participating in classes for three hours 
each Saturday afternoon. 

Dr. W. Bryant Hicks, Southern Bap- 
tist missionary, who conceived and di- 
rects the experiment, said that the area 
is about an hour's drive from the moun- 
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Layman s 
Harmony 
of the 
Gospe 


the handy pocket-size 
commentary ... 


Points for Emphasis, 1962 
by Clifton J. Allen 


For each of the International Sunday 
School Lessons for the year: Bible text, 
main lesson points, and “Truths to Live 


By.”’ 95¢ 


new from Broadman 


to 


an increasingly popular commentary 





Monday Morning Religion 
by Luther Joe Thompson 


Brief, realistic comments on the everyday practice of 
Christian faith. Not ‘preachy’ but written in the lan- 
guage of every day to show believers that all things belong 


Daddy was a Deacon 


by Connie Moore Hunt ‘4 
Humor, sentiment, and religious inspiration come through at your bookseller . . . 


fluence of a ‘‘Bible-believing’” family on her life. 


+++ Plus +++ 


a practical guide 
for Studying the four Gospels 


combined in a 
double-value offer you won’t want to miss 


Broadman Comments,1962 


by H. I. Hester and J. Winston Pearce 

A clearly organized, practical commentary on the Interna- 
tional Sunday School Lessons. In each lesson treatment 
you will find the complete Bible passage, life-centered les- 
son introduction, brief teaching outlines, and appropriate 
applications of the lessons to everyday living. Suggested 
visual aids for each lesson are especially helpful to 
teachers. Regular price $2.95 


A Layman’'s Harmony 
of the Gospels 


by John Franklin Carter 


A parallel arrangement of the four Gospels (American — 


Standard Version) —a usable reference and study tool for 
the Bible reader, teacher, and student. Extensive com- 
mentary-type notes makes this harmony an outstanding aid 
in Sunday school lesson preparation; clear organization and 
direct style make it easy to use. Regular price, $4.50 


Take advantage of this 
SPECIAL COMBINATION OFFER 
buy them BOTH for only $5.95— 

and save $1.50! 





$1.95 





the pages of this lighthearted story. In fluid, chatty d oo 
style, the author tells of her deacon daddy and of the in- Broadman Press—the book publishing 


$2.95 agency of the Southern Baptist Convention 
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tain city of Baguio but is relatively un- 
churched and unevangelized. Trained 
laymen are expected to spread the gospel 
message until churches are organized and 
pastors are available. 


Europe 


DENMARK 
Baptists Timid? 

Danish Baptists have recently com- 
pleted a series of two-day district con- 
ventions in four areas of their country. 
Dr. Johannes Norgaard of Tollose, pres- 
ident of the Danish Baptist seminary, 
was leader. 

In a meeting at Tollose, Rev. Orla 
Moller, a Lutheran state church pastor, 
rebuked free churches for being “too 
timid in the presentation of their dis- 
tinctive principles.” He said that both 
the state church and the free churches 
“suffer from lack of courage to bring 
the gospel into the life of the nation.” 

Speaking to the convention at Aalborg, 
Dr. Norgaard said that a spiritual awak- 
ening in the 19th century and the first 
part of the 20th century had fed various 
movements in the state church and 
brought about the establishment of free 
churches. But, he said regretfully, this 
revival movement has now come to a 
standstill. 

Danish Baptists have requested Dr. 
Norgaard to devote two months in 1962 
to the visiting of all 41 Baptist churches 
in the country to raise funds for the 
seminary and youth hostel buildings in 
Copenhagen. 

There are more than 7,200 Baptists 
in Denmark, and the convention spon- 
sors mission work in Ruanda-Urundi, 
Africa, where the churches have a mem- 
bership of about 3,000. 


GERMANY 


Report from the East 

Hans-Joachim Ehmer, a student at the 
Baptist Seminary in Buckow, in East 
Germany, visited the city of Constanta 
by the Black Sea last summer. He relates 
in Die Gemeinde, the German Baptist 
paper, how he searched for and found 
the Baptist church and attended a service 
there which began with a prayer service 
at 9 o'clock Sunday morning and con- 
tinued to 12. Prayers, songs by the 
choir, solos, and recital of poems pre- 
ceded the sermon. 
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The chapel is located at nr.6 in Mor- 
isal Jofre street. Men and women are 
seated on separate sides of the church. 
All married women wear a_ kerchief 
around their heads. The single women 
have no cover for their heads. Mr. Ehmer 
noted that in a congregation of about 
150, where the majority were women, 
only three were without head covering. 

The celebration of the Lord’s Sup- 
per came at the end of the three-hour 
long service. Teaspoons were distributed 
for the wine. The deacons carried cups 
to the people. Three stood up at a 
time and partook of the bread and 
dipped their spoons in the cup. The 
plates and the cups never left the hands 
of the deacons. 

At the end of the service the wor- 
shippers sent cordial greetings to other 
Baptists through Mr. Ehmer. 


Luckey Elected 
Dr. Hans Luckey, director of the Bap- 
tist seminary in Hamburg, has been 
elected president of the National Council 
of Churches in Germany, Arbeitsgemein- 
schaft Christlicher Kirchen in Deutsch- 


land. Dr. Luckey succeeds the well- 
known Dr. Martin Niemdller in this 
position. 

HOLLAND 


Church Building Fund 

The Union Building Society of the 
Dutch Baptist Union is preparing a cam- 
paign in 1962 to ask all members of 
Baptist churches in the Netherlands to 
give one per cent of their wages to a 
special fund for the support of church 
building programs. 

The Society was founded in 1944 and 
has assisted already in the fifteen year 
period in the erection of 25 churches. 
These churches cost a total of 1.5-mil- 
lion guilders. The Society expects that 
in the coming fifteen years 3-million 
guilders will be spent for new churches, 
especially in industrial territories, the 
bigger cities and other new places. 

The Executive Committee of the Un- 
ion of Baptist Churches in the Nether- 
lands recently elected Rev. H. van der 
Werf of Emmen as its chairman, Rev. 
Jacob Broertjes of Utrecht, vice-chair- 
man, W. Modderman of Sneek, general 
assistant, and continued the services of 
Rev. T. Jansma of Arnhem as secretary. 

The Baptist Union of the Netherlands 
has nearly 70 churches with 8,500 mem- 


bers. This is an increase from the 38 
churches with 6,000 members in 1945. 


SPAIN 


Elche Church Still Closed 

Elche Baptist Church in Alicante Prov- 
ince has again been refused permission to 
reopen. Its latest petition was refused 
by the provincial governor in September, 
on the grounds that the church was 
carrying on a “work of proselytism which 
exceeds the privileges granted to non- 
Catholics in Article VI in the Spanish 
Bill of Rights.” 

Elche church had almost completed its 
new building when the doors and win- 
dows were locked by the police in Octo- 
ber, 1955. Appeals for reopening 
reached the highest court of Spain, with 
an adverse decision being handed down 
in May, 1957. In December, 1958, the 
governor had the interior walls, plat- 
form, and baptistry demolished and new 
seals placed on doors and windows. 

During the latter part of 1960 Span- 
ish officials gave some hope that the doors 
might again be allowed to open, and 
Elche church submitted the new petition 
to the governor, only to receive this latest 
setback. 


SWEDEN 


A Busy Summer 

More than 500 delegates participated 
in the Annual Conference of Swedish 
Baptists, held in Concert Hall at Stock- 
holm. The entire group rejoiced during 
a foreign mission program when all mis- 
sionaries present gathered on the plat- 
form and the great audience was told 
that many of the missionaries, formerly 
driven from the Congo, are to go back 
to their fields soon. Swedish Baptists 
have done mission work in the Congo 
for more than 40 years. 

Many young people attended summer 
camps sponsored by the Baptist Union. 
Rev. Ingemar Gillné reports that several 
youths were converted during the camps. 
Consideration is being given to enlarge- 
ment of the camping program to include 
sessions in winter months as well as 
summer. 

Lively religious activities were con- 
ducted throughout the summer at Val- 
lersvik where a memorial and _ recrea- 
tional center is maintained. Hundreds 
of guests were present during the sum- 
mer, and thousands more witnessed a 
televised baptismal service when nine 
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young people were immersed in the open 
sea on August 17. Rev. Simon Oberg, 
Rev. Zeth Abrahamson and Mr. GAllné 
participated in the service. Two of Mr. 
Gilln6’s sons were among those who 
were baptized. 

The baptism site was the same as that 
in which the first Swedish Baptists were 
baptized September 21, 1848. 


USSR 

Visit to Canada 

Three Russian Baptist leaders have re- 
cently visited Baptists in Canada. They 
are Rev. Jakov Zhidkov, president of 
The Baptist Union, Rev. Ilia Ivanov and 
Rev. Michael Zhidkov. 

The younger Zhidkov, Michael, has 
remained in Canada to study at the 
Divinity School of McMaster University. 


Latin America 


CHILE 
Pastors Study Task 

Pastors and missionaries working in 
Central Baptist Association, which in- 
cludes Santiago, recently convened to 
consider “the tremendous task of our 
churches in the unstable word.” 

Plans were laid for simultaneous re- 
vival crusades in 1962, and it was pro- 
posed further that a permanent evangel- 
istic team, comprised of a preacher, 
singer and instrumentalist, be organized. 
The association has a tent in which they 
can conduct special evangelistic services. 

“There was a feeling throughout the 
meeting that we must advance,” Mis- 
sionary John A. Parker said. “In spite 
of the greatness of the task there was a 
spirit of optimism.” 





PUERTO RICO 
Preaching Mission 

An island-wide evangelistic program, 
with all 52 Baptist churches in Puerto 
Rico participating, has been conducted 
with the help of 24 visiting American 
Baptist ministers. 

The ministers, who came _ from 
churches in the American Baptist Con- 
vention, were accompanied by their 
wives. There was a visitation program 
each day and worship services every eve- 
ning. 

Puerto Rico is a home mission field of 
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the American Convention. Expenses for 
the traveling ministers were paid by their 
own churches and their respective state 
conventions. 


Middle East 


ISRAEL 
International Meeting 

One hundred and seventy-five repre- 
sentatives from Arab and Jewish Baptist 
congregations took part in the eighth 
annual Conference of Baptists in Israel, 
held at the Baptist Center in Petah 
Tiqva during the Jewish Sukkoth. The 
baptism of four young people high- 
lighted the meeting. 

Four languages were used in the ses- 
sions—Arabic, Hebrew, English, and 
French. A large number of students 
from African countries were guests at 
the meeting. The Israeli Baptists came 
from Nazareth, Jerusalem, Tel Aviv, 
Petah Tiqva, Haifa, Acre, and Cana. 
They sent greetings to Baptists of Ni- 
geria on the occasion of the first anni- 
versary of Nigerian independence. 


Southwest Pacific 


AUSTRALIA 
New Headquarters Opened 

The Baptist Union of Queensland, 
comprised of 95 Baptist churches in that 
Australian state, has recently dedicated 
a spacious new book room and Baptist 
Union headquarters at Brisbane. 

The opening of this new building is a 
milestone in Queensland Baptist history 
which first took tangible form with the 
formation of the Baptist Association of 
Queensland in 1877. There were seven 
churches in the state at that time. 

Rev. F. J. C. Stone is general secre- 
tary of the Union, and R. J. Morris is 
president. Tributes were paid to two 
men who have done much to make 
Queensland Baptist history, Rev. Ralph 
Sayce, general secretary for 29 years, 
and A. E. Bickmore, who was general 
treasurer for 24 years. 


North America 


CANADA 
New Churches Encouraged 


The Toronto Association of Baptist 
Churches has drafted a master plan for 
the denomination’s growth in that area 
during the next 20 years. The report 
was prepared by a committee that in- 
cluded lawyers, real estate experts, 
builders, local government officials and 
three pastors. 

The group suggested that Baptists, as a 
minority denomination with limited 
finances, should select a few areas care- 
fully and enter them in strength. It 
suggested also that downtown churches 
serving dwindling populations might do 
well to close and lend their strength to 
new suburban congregations. It advo- 
cated that no new church should be 
established without a parking lot and 
that a minimum of two acres of land 
should be planned for every building 
site. 

The committee suggested that the 
association establish a fund to help each 
new church construct its building, and 
that “task forces’’ from neighboring con- 
gregations be drafted to serve as interim 
leaders of new: suburban congregations. 


USA 
Church-State Ties Deplored 


The Baptist Joint Committee on Pub- 
lic Affairs, representing six Baptist 
groups in North America, has declared 
that political government should not try 
to “use the churches” to promote politi- 
cal programs or ideologies. 

The Committee expressed misgivings 
on “‘any and every tendency on the part 
of the government to promote its politi- 
cal program and ideologies through the 
churches.” It admitted that churches 
share with the government a vital con- 
cern about such matters as world peace, 
soil conservation and civil defense, but 
stressed that the distinct functions of the 
churches and of government should be 
respected. 





More news next month in The Baptist World 
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Do You Want to Help Promote Seirut? 


HERE ARE SOME WAYS TO DO IT 


Youths and youth leaders from around the 
world are excited about plans for the Sixth 
Baptist Youth World Conference to be held 
in Beirut, Lebanon, July 15-21, 1963. 


Many have written the Baptist World Alli- 
ance offices, “please tell us how we can help 
promote a big attendance of young people at 
the Beirut meeting.” 


Here are some tools that will be helpful. 


A Motion Picture 


A motion picture ‘Gateway to the Holy Land’’ has been 
made especially to promote attendance at Beirut. This is 
the first time that a film has been specially made for pro- 
motion of a Baptist Youth World Conference. It is 16 
minutes long and is in full color, a production of the Radio 
and Television Commission of the Southern Baptist Con- 
vention (USA). 

The film was made in the Bible Land area of Beirut, 
Damascus, Byblos, Sidon, Jerusalem, Jericho, and Amman. 
It includes pictures of the young King of Jordan in sport 
clothes inviting young Baptists to the meeting. It is a spirit- 
ually inspiring film and it is informative to the point that 
it tells the Beirut promotion story in itself. 

The film can be purchased for $60, thus giving you a tool 
which you can use over and over in your area. Send your 
orders immediately to Robert S$. Denny, Baptist World Alli- 
ance, 1628 Sixteenth Street, N. W., Washington 9, D. C. 





The. Conference Emlbem 


An attractive cloth emblem (see above) designed especially 
for the Youth Conference in Beirut can be purchased from 
the Baptist World Alliance for 50 cents. This emblem is 
designed to be worn on a sweater or a blazer and will adver- 
tise the idea of ‘Baptists going to Beirut.” 

This is an item that you can purchase in quantity and give 
to key young people throughout your area. 

An arrangement has been made with a supplier to furnish 
blazers on which this emblem fits beautifully. The men’s 
blazer in navy wool flannel is priced at $22.95 and the 
women’s blazer at $10.95 in white and $9.95 in navy. 

Anyone will be proud to wear this smart blazer and 
emblem. 


SUBSCRIBE TO THE BAPTIST WORLD 


The only way in which you can be sure of having all possible 
information about plans for the Baptist Youth World Conference in 


Beirut will be by reading THE Baptist WoRLD. 


This magazine, a monthly publication of the Baptist World Alli- 


ance, should go to all youths and youth leaders who have any con- 
A payment 


cern whatever about success of the Beirut conference. 


now of $2 will bring you the magazine from now through the 1963 


meeting. 


Use the order form to the right or send a list of your outstanding 


youths on a separate sheet. 
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Incredible’ Is Only Word for 
European Baptist Women’s Gains 


By Mrs. RUTH PEPPER 


It has been a great privilege for me to serve on the Committee of the European 
Baptist Women’s Union since its Zurich meeting in 1949. 
chief work was to bring a better understanding and form a fellowship of truly 
This was no easy matter, as our continent had 


united, loving Christian women. 
suffered terribly during the war and there 
were many barriers to be overcome. 


By our next meeting, in Hamburg in 
1951, we were still groping along, wait- 
ing for God to guide us. One of the 
greatest hindrances was the language 
problem. But many of our sisters were 
so anxious to be of use that they set 
to work to polish up what knowledge of 
English they had—for many, only a 
slight high-school training. I cannot 
tell the great admiration I have for these 
devout sisters who worked quietly and 
faithfully in the background on trans- 
lations and literature, and brought forth 
such good results. 


If we were to be united, we must pray 
together. For this, we had to know 
about one another. So we linked all the 
countries in the Day of Prayer for Bap- 
tist Women. This called for a news- 
letter, which was sent to representatives 
in each country to translate and circu- 
late in their own nations. 


Mrs. Pepper is a Baptist minister's wife, with four children and ten grand- 
children. She was elected to the first executive committee of the European Baptist 
Women’s Union in 1948, became chairman in 1955 and was re-elected in 1957. 
Next year she will retire from this post, turning it over to Mrs. Elisabeth Fligge 


of Germany. 
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Meet Mrs. Pepper: An Appreciation 


By Mrs. RACHEL IVERSEN, NORWAY 


When writing about European Baptist Women’s Union work in the past 13 
years, one must mention one outstanding name: Mrs. Ruth Olive Pepper of Mar- 
gate, England, our present chairman. Few Baptist women in Europe know so much 
about women’s work as she does. With a strong feeling that women as well as 
men have a calling from God to promote His Kingdom, she has untiringly encour- 
aged women to take part in all the work of their churches and to organize women’s 
groups of their own. She has visited all 18 national women’s organizations—not 
only their main centers and international gatherings, but small meetings as well. 

She has a high sense of humor. Surely this is one reason she is now, as a 
grandmother, the leader of a youth club in her church—boys and girls off the streets 
who perhaps never before have been in contact with people who love Christ. 

I recall what she said after her election in 1949: ‘I thought to myself, “My girl, 
you will never do it!’ But as the wheels of the train went ‘round I seemed to hear: 
“Quench not the Spirit’.””. This is typical of our president and friend, Ruth Pepper. 


In those early days our 





Mrs. PEPPER 





By the time we met in Rome, with 
the theme “Ye shall know the Truth 
and the Truth shall make you free,” 
the continental union was taking shape. 
For me, one of the great lessons was 
in the last address at Rome, on the text 
‘I am the Vine and ye are the branches.” 
The union’s shape, too, was of the vine, 
with each country’s branch as important 
as another's. 


When we came together in London 
in 1955, God spoke to us very clearly 
again through the theme we had been led 
to select: “I have chosen you . . . that 
you should go and bring forth fruit.” 
We were not to be satisfied with know- 
ing that we had become a fellowship of 
united Baptist women, meeting together 
for a wonderful time of inspiration. No, 
we had a mission to perform! 

We decided it would be best to use 
the money we had received (how we 
thank God for the generosity of our sis- 
ters in America!) to send the Chairman 


traveling, to present the work to wom- 
en’s groups in remote places and to help 
organize other groups cooperating with 
the E.B.W.U. 

After our meeting in 1957 in Finland, 
we found we were growing up so fast 
we needed to alter the constitution. One 
new feature was our central European 
Fund, to which each country contributes 
to provide hospitality for General Com- 
mittee delegates. 

One year later we met again with the 
European Baptist Congress in Berlin. 
The highlight for the women was their 
great meeting with thousands of women 
in national costumes—colorful, but most 
wonderful, united! It seemed incredible 
that so much had been accomplished in 
only ten years. 

Now it is 1961, and last summer we 
met in Ruschlikon at the seminary. We 
came from Austria, Belgium, Denmark, 
England, France, Finland, Germany, 
Holland, Hungary, Italy, Lebanon, Nor- 
way, Scotland, Spain, Switzerland, Portu- 
gal and Yugoslavia. But there are still 
lands where the work is weak and Bap- 


Continued on page 15 
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P. eace On Caslh, Good WH py SPE Men 


“Peace on earth, good will toward men!” This was the message 
of the angels—the message that rang through the air on that blessed 
night long ago when the Prince of Peace was born in Bethlehem. 

“Peace on earth!” This is the wish of all Christians today—a wish 
for what today’s world lacks. Fortunately Christians need not depend 
on the world to receive peace. 

Long before that first Christmas, Isaiah said of the Messiah, “His 
name shall be called ‘Prince of Peace’.” It is litthke wonder that when 
He was on earth he told His disciples “in me ye might have peace,” for 
indeed “He is our peace.” 

Later the Prince of Peace said, ““My peace I give unto you; not as 
the world giveth, give I unto you.” And even in the midst of such 
unrest as exists today we can have in our hearts “the peace of God that 
Za passes all understanding.” We can remain calm in this time of world- 
wide crisis because nobody can take away from us the peace that is ours 
from the moment we surrender our lives to Christ and let Him come 





WE YU 


A Christmas Editorial 
By Sefiora Olivia §. D. de Lerin 


Leader, Northern Area Women 


Latin American Baptist Women’s Union 


and abide in our hearts. 


The Prince of Peace commands us, “Have peace one with another” 
(Mark 9:50) and the only way to have it is through the love of Jesus, 
because “God has called us to peace” (I Cor. 7:15). 


Now, during this Christmas season when we will be praying together, 
let us remember that we are “laborers together with God” in spreading 


the gospel throughout the world. 


peace among all who live around us. 
Let us try to “live in peace, and the God of love and peace 


our peace. 


shall be with us” (II Cor. 13:11). 


A Look at Latin America: Part Two 


By Mrs. EDGAR BATES 


Our next stop was Guatemala City. 


Mrs. de Lerin and I were met by the 


Charles Allens, Mrs. Quilo (past president of Guatemalan Baptist Women’s Union) 


and a group of Baptist women, who presented us with sheaves of flowers. 


That 


evening we met with 44 women, leaders from 12 of Guatemala’s 22 churches 


(which have a total of 16 women’s 
mission union societies, and 150 mem- 
bers). This great percentage of leaders 
at our session was made possible by Mr. 
All n, who provided expenses for one 
woman per church. 

The next morning a second meeting 
was held; in the late afternoon the 
Guatemalan Women’s Convention gave 
us a reception. Throughout these days, 
Mrs. de Lerin gave great leadership and 
was warmly appreciated. Mrs. Allen 
also gave unobtrusive understanding and 
sympathetic support. I am hopeful that 
by 1965 a Guatemalan woman may have 
sufficient English to represent her land 
at Miami at the Baptist World Congress. 

San Salvador was next on our itiner- 





Mrs. Bates’ report on her trip of last 
summer will be continued in following 
issues. The visit was her first as Chair- 
man of the BVA Women’s Department, 
to which post she was elected in 1960. 
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ary. There we were met by Mr. Cerne, 
Mrs. Miranda (president of the El Sal- 
vador Baptist Women’s Convention) and 
Mrs. Rendon (treasurer). The women’s 
work there has only recently been or- 
ganized but great strides are being made. 
There are four strong societies with 15 
other groups and a possible membership 
of 300. At a meeting in Mrs. Ren- 
don’s home we answered questions about 
women’s work asked by the executive 
committee of the El Salvador Conven- 
tion. Two open meetings completed 
our work—one at San Salvador, the sec- 
ond at Ahuachapan in the home of the 
Cerne’s. Later, missionary Jason Cedar- 
holm of Santa Ana drove us up through 
the awe-inspiring mountain roads. We 
found our women particularly concerned 
for the spiritual welfare of the Indians. 

Time pressed, so we moved on to 
Managua, Nicaragua. There we were 
met by Mrs. Edna de Gutierrez, Mrs. 


And let us try to spread the true 
Let us share with them Christ 





Women’s Department 


Mrs. EDGAR BATES, Chairman 
Mrs. A. C. CHURCH, Co-Chairman 
Mrs. MAuRICE HoncE, Secretary 
Mrs. R. L. MATHIs, Treasurer 






Quevas, Mrs. Espino (president of the 
local Baptist women’s convention) and 


others. Mrs. de Gutierrez has the uni- 
que distinction of being the first woman 
president of the General Nicaraguan 
Baptist Convention. There are 25 Bap- 
tist churches and 74 missions in the 
country. 

I especially enjoyed the question-and- 
answer period following my talk to the 
ministers. Mrs. de Lerin’s sister is mar- 
ried to the pastor of First, Managua 

Continued on page 15 
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BAPTIST MEN 
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INTRODUCING ... 


CYRIL PETCH 


Modestly identifying himself as a 
“small farmer,” Cyril Petch gives ener- 
getic and inspiring leadership as gen- 
eral secretary of the Baptist Men's 
Movement in 
Great Britain, 
chairman of the 
European Baptist 
Men’s Commit- 
tee, and treasurer 
of the BWA 
Men's Depart- 
ment. 

Local govern- 
ment affairs 
claimed a _ con- 
siderable share of Petch’s activity until 
recently. He was chairman of his parish 
and district, a county councillor in Cam- 
bridgeshire, member of the education 
committee and the governing boards of 
several schools, and a member of the 
Magistrates Bench. 

Now engaged full-time in Baptist men’s 
work, Petch has ministered to his Chris- 
tian brethren in varied capacities over the 
years. 

Concerning himself, Petch writes: “I 
am one of those few men who had to 
leave school when only 13 years of age, 
and am very much a self-made man, with 
no academic qualifications. I am what 
I am by the grace of God.” 

He finds recreation in music, both or- 
gan and piano, enjoying especially music 
and sacred song with young people. 

The contagion of this man’s enthusi- 
asm is evident in his greetings: “J feel 
that with our world department, great 
things should happen; and that we 
Baptist men in the world of today have 
a great opportunity of winning many 
other men for Jesus Christ . . . There 
must be 7,000,000 Baptist men in the 
world, and if each could be inspired to 
win another we would have 14,000,- 
000. That should be our goal... .To- 
gether, we can do it in the power of the 
Holy Spirit.” 
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DANIEL F. BOWEN 


Headmaster of one of the largest pri- 
mary schools in his land, D. F. Bowen 
represents the Jamaica Baptist Union on 
the BWA Men’s Department Executive 

Committee. In 
addition, he 
serves as deacon 
in East Queen 
Street Baptist 
Church (the larg- 
est Baptist church 
in the West In- 
dies), chairman 
of the usher 
board, superin- 
tendent of the 
Sunday School, member of the choir and 
choirmaster of the junior choir. He is 
secretary of the Jamaica Baptist Union 
Men’s Movement and a member of the 
Union executive committee. 

Civic positions have included secretary 
of the branch of the Jamaica Agricultural 
Society, treasurer of the People’s Co- 
operative Loan Bank, and a Justice of 
the Peace for the parish of Westmore- 
land. 

This distinguished educator, who stud- 
ied at Reading University in England 
in 1956 on a Teacher's Scholarship, is 
president of the Kingston Teachers’ As- 
sociation. He is married and has five 
children. 


Continued on page 15 


Men’s Department Officers 


Chairman: John A. Dawson, USA 

Vice Chairmen: Howard E. Butt, Jr., USA 

Hon. J. C. N. Howard, 
Africa 

Dr. Lam Chi Fung, Asia 

Dr. Mark Pollard, 
Australasia 

Dr. Celso de Oliveira, 
South America 

Mr. Eberhardt Schroeder, 
Europe 

Mr. Ira L. Clark, USA 

Mr. Cyril Petch, England 


Secretary: 
Treasurer: 
International 
Correspondent: Dr. Mel Lorentzen, USA 





BY THE WAY... 


ALFRED MULLER-POPKES, a high 
school teacher, is now in charge of Bap- 
tist men’s work in Germany, succeeding 
Eberhard Schroder, who continues as 
director of the German Baptist Publish- 


ing House. 
* * * 


KOREAN BAPTIST LEADER, Choon 
Pok Park (Baptist Wor p, April, 
1961), expects to arrive in the United 
States in January to begin his studies at 
Azusa College in California. 

* * * 


NEW PROVISIONAL DIRECTOR of 
the Department of Publications of the 
National Baptist Convention of Mexico 
is Dr. Antonio Gutierrez Marin, well- 
known member of First Baptist church, 
Mexico City. He fills the vacancy left 
when Fernando de la Mora assumed new 
duties with the Convention’s Department 
of Cities. 

* * * 

“THE LAYMEN’S HOUR,” radio voice 
of the American Baptist Convention, is 
currently being heard on 116 stations, 
plus the 180 stations of the Armed 
Forces Radio Network. 

* * * 
PRESIDENT IRA L. CLARK (BWA 
Men’s Department Secretary) delivered 
the annual message at the 20th session 
of the National Baptist Brotherhood Un- 
ion, held in San Francisco, September 
6-9. 

x * * 

A BAPTIST LAYMAN has been named 
second in command of the Peace Corps, 
according to a White House announce- 
ment. Paul F. Geren, former vice-presi- 
dent of Baylor University in Texas, 
brings to his post of deputy director a 
wide knowledge of world affairs gained 
from missionary and military service in 
the Far East, from years of duty in the 
Middle East under the United States 
State Department, and from extensive 
travel in eastern Europe. 

* * a 
STIMULATING DISCUSSIONS of vi- 
tal denominational issues like conversion, 
baptism and the ministry distinguish the 
current edition of World Outlook, quar- 
terly journal of the Baptist Men’s Move- 
ment of Great Britain, edited by A. S. 
Clement. 


THE BAPTIST WORLD © December 1961 





Baptist Men 
Continued from page 14 


Bowen greets Baptist men of the world 
with these heartening words: 


“Our Baptist family is a large one and 
Spreads all over the globe. We do not 
all speak the same language, neither are 
we of the same race; but we possess the 
same aspirations, the same love for the 
Master’s work, and each is a little link 
which helps to make the great chain 
which unites us in Christian bond and 


fellowship. 


“I am convinced that God has a spe- 
cial work for each one of us to do, and 
with His help we can do it. Let us face 
the future with hope, determination and 
courage.” 


MEN OF SCOTLAND 
PREPARE FOR BATTLE 


Church Militant or Church Diffident? 


This question confronted men attend- 
ing this year’s Scottish Baptist Men’s 
Movement St. Andrews Conference, ac- 
cording to correspondent George A. 
Pringle. Speaker Edgar Gledhill urged 
a return to Bible study so that God’s 
troops might have “grounding in the 
Christian faith as a preparation for the 
battle facing them.” 


D. P. Thomson urged group Bible 
study in homes, citing his experience at 
St. Ninian’s, and insisting “that people 
learned more in two hours’ study than 
in many hours of exhortation,” Pringle 
reports. 


Speaking of the ‘bridgehead’ estab- 
lished by Jesus Christ in the world, Mat- 
thew McLachlan admonished his hearers 
to get into the battle against the forces 
of evil, which have already received their 
death-blow. 


Tom Hicks is president for the year. 


“OPERATION AGRI” 


Members of the Baptist Men’s Move- 
ment of Great Britain are being enrolled 
as Farming Partners in a unique project 
known as Operation Agri. Designed “‘to 
further the spread of the Gospel in pro- 
viding for the whole man through the 
medium of agricultural missions in East 
Pakistan, India, Congo and Angola,” 
Operation Agri is giving men an cppor- 
tunity to help men for Christ through 
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providing implements and equipment for 
demonstration farms in those lands. 


Explaining the background of the 
project, BMM Regional Commissioner 
F. W. Webb writes: “There are millions 
of people who are conceived, fashioned, 
born, and grow up under conditions of 
near starvation. . . . Living in such an 
environment breeds apathy and a state 
of disinterest which, to say the least, 
makes the establishment and continuance 
of a church an almost impossible task.” 


European Women 
Continued from page 12 


tists are few. They need our prayers 
and help. We have taken money to 
send leading women from their coun- 
tries to others, to conduct Bible study 
and give inspirational talks. But we still 
need more leaders and teachers of lead- 
ership training courses. 

It is not for me to forecast the fu- 
ture, but if I should select the theme 
for next year’s meeting in Sweden, it 
would be: “Speak unto . . . the women 
of Europe . . . that they Go Forward.” 


Latin America 
Continued from page 13 


(they have served there 30 years), and 
Olivia was warmly welcomed, not only 
for her family but also for the fine work 
she and her husband are doing in the 
publishing house at El Paso, Texas. 


Mrs. de Lerin interpreted in her own 
inimitable, competent way for the open 
meeting with the women on our first 
night. A large reception at the home of 
Mrs. Quevas climaxed that day; the next 
afternoon we met with the women of 
Managua before leaving for Costa Rica. 
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* LETTERS * 


He Wants Editorials 


THE Baptist Wor_pD is coming to be an 
exceedingly interesting and highly informing 
Baptist journal. It is readable. Its world 
news is well written, well put together, and 
thoroughly comprehensive. It is thus the 
realization of a dream that was cherished 
many years ago when the late Dr. J. H. 
Rushbrooke was Secretary of the Alliance. 


I remember in meetings of the Executive 
Committee over the years how often Dr. 
Rushbrooke expressed the hope that someday 
a world journal for Baptists would be 
launched as a medium for keeping our world 
fellowship in touch with one another. So 
I congratulate you heartily on the magnificent 
progress thus far attained. 


If I might offer one suggestion for im- 
proving THE Baptist WorLD, it would be 
that you should, beginning perhaps in Jan- 
uary, include in each issue a vigorous, chal- 
lenging, stimulating, and perhaps even con- 
troversial editorial page. [Editorials about 
historic Baptist principles, evangelism, world 
peace, foreign aid, the Kennedy Peace Corps, 
vis-a-vis the foreign mission movement, etc., 
etc. could well have a place. You might 
also reprint from time to time controversial 
editorials that appear in Baptist papers around 
the world, as a contribution to an understand- 
ing of what other Baptists are thinking. 


These are merely random suggestions that 
occur to me as a Baptist editor now on the 
side lines and enjoying the passing parade. 

William B. Lipphard 


Former Editor, Missions 


I WAS 90 YEARS OLD last December and 
due to impaired eyesight have been compelled 
to stop my subscriptions to a number of 
magazines. But I feel I must keep in touch 
with all the Baptists in all the world, my 
renewal to THE BAPTST WoRLD is enclosed. 


Walter Daniel 


New Westminister, B. C., Canada 


THANKS for an interesting and informative 
magazine about the blessed work of Christ 
finding its way to more and more places and 
nations of the earth. 


Lund, Sweden Naatan Roos 


I AM KEENLY INTERESTED in the reports 
you print in THE Baptist Wortp about the 
work of Baptists all over the world. This is 
even more interesting since I have met or 
seen many of the leading Baptist men and 
women at the Baptist World Congress in Rio 
last year. 


Edmonton, Alberta, Canada Edith Sehulz 
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NAGALAND 


Civil Strife 


Fails to Slow 


Baptist Advance 


THOUGH civil strife has resulted in 
much destruction of property and much 
bloodshed in a Naga hills area of north- 
ern Burma (THE Baptist Wor LD, April 
1961), reports continue of the growth 
of Baptist work in that area. 


The Baptist Times of London says 
that although many church buildings 
have been destroyed the people continue 
to worship and the pastors to carry on 
their work. If one leader is killed an- 
other takes his place and the member- 
ship of the churches continues to grow. 


Two American Baptists recently told 
of a visit they made to an Association 
meeting in Mongsenyimti where pre- 
viously the whole village had been de- 
stroyed and the people had fled to the 
jungle. At the time of the meeting, 
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TRIBESMEN IN THE NAGA HILLs 


many months later, the number of Chris- 
tians had grown from 90 ts 400 families. 
About 1,400 delegates attended the 
meeting. 


In 1959 a “Nagaland for Christ” 
campaign had been most successful. In 
1960 there were plans to carry the gospel 
to neighboring tribes. [Tach of the 58 
Ao Naga Baptist churches was willing 
to supply men and money for the plan. 
Every church among the Ao Naga Bap- 
tists has a woman worker paid by the 
Association’ and there is a full-time di- 


rector of women’s work, a graduate of 
the theological college and a teacher for 
two years on the Bible school. 

The largest church, Ungma, has 1,047 
members. It has a two-story building 
seating 2,000, built by the members 
themselves, with the pastor as contractor. 

The Nagas are a religious people. 
Even in the Home Guard camps, daily 
prayers and regular services are held. 
In more settled areas the work of the 
church is well-organized and there is an 
eager spirit of evangelism. 


The Baptist World is an ideal gift to 
your church friends and co-workers. 
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